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PADMABHUSHAN 
PROFESSOR M.  MAHADEVAPPA
Prof. Mahadevappa, born in an agricultural family in 1937 in Madapura village in Karnataka, India got his Bachelor’s degree Mysore university, Masters & Doctoral degree from Agriculture college, Coimbatore, Madras university, served as Post doctoral fellow at CSIR CFTRI, Mysore continued his research pursuits at the International Rice Research Institute, Manila and making outstanding contribution to rice and hence popular as “Rice Mahadevappa” in India. 

His  sustained breeding efforts at the Agricultural University , Bangalore lead to release of rice varieties Madhu, Mangala, Pushpa, Pragathi, Intan, Vikram, Mukthi and hybrids and they are widely recognized and used by the farming community. They are contributing to the exchequer of the state and centre several crores every year since 1972. Prof. Mahadevappa developed a biological eco-friendly Integrated Parthenium Weed Management (IPWM) Technology, a boon for curtailing Parthenium menace.

As a Visiting Rice Breeder at the International Rice Research Institute, Manila, Philippines, for two and a half years, Prof. Mahadevappa presented his research papers and had academic interactions with scientists in 21 nations who in turn were richly benefited from his experience and expertise.

Prof. Mahadevappa contributed immensely for the overall development of the University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad as its Vice Chancellor for two terms. With his broad vision, he strived hard selflessly resulting in confer of the ICAR’s “SARDAR PATEL OUSTANDING INSTITUTION AWARD FOR 2000” for UAS Dharwad. 
In recognition of his scientific contributions, potentials in research and academic administration and institution building activities, the Government of India him as the Chairman of the Agricultural Scientists Recruitment Board (ASRB), New Delhi in 2001. Ever since his assumption to this high office, he brought transparency in recruitment and expedited the process of academic promotions by following recommendations of the Parliamentary Committee. This brought laurels to Professor Mahadevappa as the builder and up grader of talented human resources to serve the ICAR system and for having encouraged scientists and other employees of the Council to further contribute to the cause of agriculture and farming community. 

 Prof. Mahadevappa has published 200 research articles in addition to 31 papers presented in International conferences. He has written 29 books, translated three and contributed to 3 chapters in the field of Rice, Seed Science & Technology and Parthenium in both English and Kannada. 

Several reputed organizations have recognized Professor Mahadevappa’s rich contributions for the cause of agriculture and the farming community. He was conferred the coveted  (International) Watumull Foundation  Award (1987), Hooker Award (1981) and Sir Chotturam National Award. The  Karnataka  State conferred the Rajyotsava Award in 1984. In addition he was conferred the Nagamma Dattathreya Award by UAS, Bangalore, and Parisara Ratna Award and Bharatha Rathna Sir M. Visvesvaraya Memorial Award (1999) and many more. It is in 2005, Dr. Mahadevappa was recognized by President of India by awarding “Padmashri”. Recently he is awarded Life time Achievement Award at the “Agriculture Leadership Summit 2009”. He was awarded “Padmabhushan” during 2014.
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